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AT 4 Mzzfivc of the Fümnor ends and ober Ts 
' HABITANTS of the Town of BosTON, dilly qualified, 
and legally warned, in publick Town-Meeting aſſem- 


bled, at F axzuII-Harr, on Monday the, 5th day of 


Jb. 4 D. 1790, 9 Clock, A. M. 


o TED, That the SIE TAU be, and here- 
by are, appointed a Committee to wait on 


Epwarp GRav, Eſq. and, in the name of the Town, 


to thank him fot the ſpirited and elegant Oxarion, 


this day delivered by him, at the requeſt of the Town, 
upon the AnwiversaRry of the INDEPENDENCE of 
the UNITED SrArES of AMERICA; in which, accord- 


ing to the Inſtitution of the Town, he conſidered the 
feelings, manners, and principles, which led to that 


GREAT NATIONAL EVENT —And to Foquaſt of hum 


a copy thereof for the Press. 


Arteſt. i, Winn Coorrn, Trwn-Clerk, 
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nue. 7b 7 7 1790, 


: Iv DE R 15 kind Moonee if my Fellow- 
Townſmen, I conſent to give for the Preſs, à copy of the 
On ATION T delivered on the 5th infant, at their requeſt, 

15 am, GENTLEMEN, _ . 
| . With great reſpect and efeem, : 
= ne 


EDA Gray, 


Os 


Fame and CounTRYMEN, | 


liberty, the magnanimity which achieved 
them, which did not ceaſe its exertions, until 


8 freedom and independence were eſtabliſhed, dig- 
nify the character of FUL and adorn the hiſt- 


ory of man. 


But for what e e we aſſembled df As ſub- 


jects, to rejoice that a king has granted us ſome paltry 
Privilege ? That he has baniſhed-an unjuſt miniſter? 


That Nero's minion is diſplaced while Nero reigns ? 
No. Such humiliating inducements to feſtivity be- 
long to other countries, As freemen, our object is 


to commemorate the day which emancipated our | 


country : It is to celebrate that great day, which be- 


| held three millions of people break from their FR | 


and aſſume their native - dignity. | 


The circumſtances which led to res apt event 
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naturally command our attention. 0 be bi Mo an 
empire eſtabliſhed on the baſis of liberry, is not only 
intereſting to Americans, who enjoy its bleſſings, it 
is of importance to every one, who has a proper ſenſe. 
of the rights of man. 


The views of mankind in ribguliting to goyern- 


ment were, to obtain « through its protection and 


care, the happineſs to which they naturally aſpire.“ 
What form is beſt to attain this . has divided | 
the opinions of many. 


Some writers have been ſo mean and ſervile a8 to 
become the advocates of deſpotiſm. They have de- 
duced the rights of man from the courteſy of kings, 
and taught that the happineſs which government af- 
fords, can only be procured wy the e means vt 9 5 
ſervitude and ſubmiſſion. - e rs, W n 


Society i is certainly neceſſury to tina of man ; 
and to enjoy it, government muſt be eſtabliſhed. But 
are the bleſſings derived from it, only to be obtained 
by enabling one to make millions unhappy, without 


redreſs ? By ſubjecting their rights to the caprice of 


a fellow-mortal, who, by nature, has the ſame frail- 
ries as they, and whoſe elevated ſation increaſes them ? 5 


Such writers have an debaſed themſelves. No ; 
man was ever reaſoned into ſlavery. Whole nations 
have been convinced that to be happy, they muſt be 
free. Extreme ignorance of the people, and the ar- 
tifice of rulers, have been the only ſucceſsful advo- 
cates of this degraded ſtate, _ Ihre 


+ Vid. the confutation of theſe writers in 2 » Blitemag 
131, Kc. in e . 0 ‚ h o 
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There c. can be no doubt à free government is beſt 
5 ſuited: to the nature of man. It gives him a proper 

ſenſe of his own importance. Indeed, when the op- 
portunity has preſented, he has uniformly eſtabliſhed 

it. In ſuch a government, men are diſtinguiſhed not 

for the ſervices of their anceſtors, but for their own. 
Great talents and virtues are the badges of office; and 

the little diſtinctions of rank, created by the pride of 
kings, give place to the noble rank of freedom, to 
which all the people are entitlde. ; 


If we look into hiſtory, we ſhall find 1 free 
: dods has generally originated from oppreſſion. Ab- 
ſolute kings, who have conducted with moderation, 
have lived and died peaceably on the throne. Men 
being attached to that government, under which their 
anceſtors lived, and themſelves were born and edu- 
cated, have commonly ſuffered, before they reſiſted. 
But thoſe who ſeemed diſpoſed not to rule, but to 
ruin; not to govern with prudence, but to enſlave, 
have awakened the ſpirit of liberty; which has not 
commonly been ſoothed until the rights of the people 
ö have been ſecured, as * 2 8 from future in- 
1 fringement. 


* 


From this "DEN ined the freedom of the * 
Grecian ſtates, which were at firſt abſolute monarchies; 2 
until the tyranny of their kings made it neceſſary that 
| the people ſhould aſſume the government. 4 And 
in our own country, we behold the ſame. cauſe pro- 
duce the ſame effect. 5 ee 
þ F 
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your Legiſlatures, and your charters viol 
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Iris not neceſſary I mould recount your ſ fferings; 
which led to the late war. The claim of right in a 
Britiſh Parliament to bind you in all caſes whatever, 


the trial by jury in many caſes aboliſhed; Judges ap- 
| pointed to hold their offices during pleaſure, ſtanding 
_ armies kept among you, without the conſent of 


too recent to need a particular recital. 


As you proceeded in that conteſt, it became od. 


. dent that the downfall of a miniſter, and the redreſs 


of a few grievances, were principles too limited to go- 


vern an enlightened people, in their conduct tgwards 


their oppreſſors. The right of ſovereignty in the 
people of America was as ſacred as any right they 
had ever enjoyed. It was not founded on any inſti- 


tutions of man; ſuch foundations were too narrow: 


It was founded on the eternal laws of nature lt 


grey out of thoſe laws: — It was cheriſhed by the ſpi- 


rit of your fathers ; and under the valour and wiſdom 
of their ſons, that ſovereignty originated, and has Lincs 


attained to its full ſtrength and vigour. 


Never did a nation appear with ſuch luſtre as did A- 


merica, an the day we celebrate. Party had no ſhare in 
it. The declaration of Independence ſpoke the united 


ſentiments of the people. It § was not made in the 


career of victory, when the mind, fluſhed with ſucceſs, 


overlooks all dangers in the wildeſt enterprizes ; your 


fortune had been adverſe : Yet on that day you ſhut - 


the door againſt reconciliation; on that day was ex- 
hibited the auguſt ſpefucle of e a alone, and 


ae 
| ge Declaratio a of Independence ence. 1 8 5 
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without ally, fearleſs of Britiſh power and pride, aſ- 
ſerting the rights of herſelf and man. That day 
placed you in the ſtation, for which God deſigned you. 
It was an uncommon cauſe in which you were engag- 

ed. It was not the cauſe of America only; it was 
the cauſe of human nature. The late war commenced 
on your part, not from wantonneſs and pride; bur, 
for freedomꝭs ſake. You perſevered in it, not with 
a view to violate the privileges of others, bfit to de- 
fend your own : Not to add new triumphs to Ame- 
rica, but to preſerve thoſe unalienable rights, which 
belonged to man in all ages 3 which are his inherent 
| birthright in all countries; though overwhelmed | in 


many by fraud or violence. 


It would 55 an unpardonable Ae ſhould 11 not 
obſerve, that the unpaid army which was peaceably 
diſbanded, and the other patriots who exerted them- 
ſelves for you, either in the cabinet or the field, will 
ever be entitled to your gratitude: particularly the 
Commander of that army, whoſe fame cannot be ex- 
alted by applauſe. Illuſtrious Man ! in the record 
of thine actions, ſhall the hiſtorian ſecure his own 
immortality ; and though thy grateful country can 
afford thee no adequate recompence; yet, if its prays 
ers =_ heard, thy full rewards are in Heaven. 


During the late war, our minds being fully and ea- 
gerly engaged in the great object of Independence, 
ve imagined, when that object ſhould be obtained, 
our liberty muſt be ſafe. Having ſeverely ſuffered 
under a King and Parliament, whoſe conſtitutional 
powers were formidable, and having frequently expe- 
rienced the fatal effects of thoſe Pons when abuſed, 
B we 
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we ſuſpected that all rule naturally tended to eſ⸗ 
ſion: That an authority in a government to check 
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the licentiouſneſs of man, involved in it a power to 
enſlave him; that ſuch muſt be its effect, and there · 
fore that rulers, inveſted with that authority, were 
dangerous. Not reflecting that many powers were 
abſolutely neceſſary to eſtabliſh that freedom, ſo dear 


to us all ; to procure our happineſs as a people, and 


ſupport sur dignity as a nation: And from a prepoſ- 
terous jealouſy of our friends and ſellow- citizens, we 
would not arm them in our defence, leſt they ſhould 


turn againſt us. | We forgot the honeſt leſſons of hiſ- 


tory, which have taught, that a government without 
ſufficient authority to protect thoſe who live under it; 
which has not within itſelf the means of its own de- 
fence ; which can exiſt only when faction Numbers ; 
which cannot control it, but is controled by it; which 
purſues the happineſs of the people, and yet is deſti- 
tute of ſufficient energy to enforce obedience, muſt 
inevitably fall: and that from its ruins will ariſe an- 
other, deſpotic as that, you oppoſed with fuch | ſpirir, 
and reſiſted with ſuch | firmneſs; which can be check- 
ed in its deſolating courſe, not by the conftitutional 
barriers, provided by the people; but by the Caprice | 
of a tyrant, or the arbitrary mandate of a miniſter. 


Such a nerveleſs government, as I have deſcribed, 
was the late Confederation. It veſted in Congreſs a 
right to recommend, that is, to give the States advice, | 
which they might reject. Our rulers had a right to 


requeſt, and we might comply, if we thought proper. 


rr gene could that e e afford, whoſe 
5 orders 


% 


1 As would have been W „even if this people had 


not n in their conteſt with Britain. 15 


„ ono nt 


orders could be executed only by. entreaty ; whoſe 
eu reſources were in prayers and ſupplications ?. * 

Thoſe perſons are miſtaken, who ſuppoſe the late 
| artieles of Confederation were annulled by the preſent 
happy Conſtitution of the United States. To every 
effectual purpoſe, they expired wich the late war; du- 
ring which, many States obeyed the requiſitions of 
Congreſs. But it was a time of enthuſiaſm. For 
What American heart could be ſo callous, as to be 
lukewarm in ſuch a war? Their defires met a ready 
compliance; not becauſe Congreſs required it, but 
the cauſe; not becauſe their powers were regarded, | 
but becauſe an enemy was in the bowels of our coun- 
try: carrying ruin in its train. 


Indeed had we given that form of government ſuf. 
ficient authority to execute its own powers, which is 
neceſfary for every government, we muſt have placed 
the legiſlative, judicial and executive powers in a ſin- 
gle body of men. Thoſe three departments of power, 
veſted in one man, is tyranny ;* placed in one bod) 
of men, muſt become an oligarchy.* Surely the ſpi- 
rit of Americans would not ſuffer them to adopt a 
form of government, which, inveſted with thoſe means, 
that in another would preſerve their liberty, in this, 


', muſt peryert thoſe means to its deſtruction. 


After the late war, it manifeſtly appeared to every 

| impartial obſerver, that America had not a govern- 
ment to any national purpoſes. She, who, united in 
her late ſtruggles, appeared with ſuch ſplendor on the 
theatre of nations, being afterwards divided, was falling 
into inſignificance and contempt. To expect enlarged 


a views, and a liberal and national N from en 
| Sor 
'» Spirit of Laws, b. 1 I, e. 6 * 188. . 25. 93. 
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12 1 4 ORATION. 
unconnefted,f independent States, towards amn 


and other nations, was to diſregard all former exam 
| ples. Hiſtory would tell us, rather to expect a re- 


newal of thoſe ſcenes, which ruined and diſhonoured 


8 Greece, where we behold no views, but thoſe of State 


importance; no intereſts regarded, but thoſe which 
were local: not the patriot bleeding for his country, 


but the partizan in his cauſe. If the Grecian States 


ſometimes joined in one cauſe, it was not becauſe the 


Amphictionic Council & ordered it, nor becauſe the 


common good required it, By accident there was an 


union of State intereſts; and that genius, which ſhould 
have been employed in framing ſuch a conſtitution, 


and ſuch laws, as would make the people happy, and 
Greece reſpectable, was exhauſted | in mutual ina, 


| and mutual ſlaughter. 


It ſeems agreed by political writers, . a all 


are without liberty, when the legiſlative, executive 


and judicial powers are wholly veſted in one man, or 


in one body of men; | and if example is to be our 
Inſtructor, we muſt be convinced that a people are 
equally deſtitute of freedom, whoſe rulers do not poſ- 


ſeſs thoſe powers to a certain extent, and have not 


Oe authority to execute them. 


A people ſubject to little or no conftitutional rule, 


do not govern themſelves. They are deceived, if 1 
ſuppoſe they do. Faction rules them, and aſſumes to 
itſelf their honourable name; it calls itſelf the people. 


Were 
ID 3 an efficient . 
The Amphictionic Council conſiſted of Deputies from tle 


ſeveral States of Greece ; Every State had an equal vote in that 


Council; and-it operated like the late Confederation, not upon 


| individuals, but upon States. The ane. No. 18, has AC- 
| curately deſeribed it. 


11 Spirit 8 b. is. e. 6, p- 188. 2 Pub. 93. 
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Mere the Athenians free, when they unjuſtly ban- 
iſhed Ariſtides, Cimon, and others, their greateſt and 
beſt-men ? Were the Romans free, when Marius, 
deſpiſing even the forms of law, deliberately murdered 
all thoſe, whom he ſuſpected were in the intereſt of his 
rival, Sylla ? Were they free, when Sylla revenged 
himſelf on the adherents of Marius, with equal con- 
tempt of authority, and with equal cruelty ? or when 
the Triumvirate* were in office? No. Athens and 
Rome, when in their moſt democratic ſtate, were 
_ conſtantly the ſeats of faction. Yeſterday one party 
was in power, and governed with unbridled deſpotiſm, 
as well the people, as its enemies. To- day, another 
is uppermoſt, and, ſmarting under its former ſuffer- 
ings, plays the tyrant in its turn. To be neuter, 
or the friend of real liberty, was dangerous. The 
ſpirit of patriotiſm ſunk into the ſpirit of party. The 
partizans of the bold and factious demagogue, not 
the friends of their country, were inveſted with its 
honours: And we behold in both, when at the height 
of their ee n. the citizen a e and a 
tyrant by turns. 


If thoſe governments had pollelled fi fulncient a | 
rity to check licentiouſneſs, control the factious, and 
protect the peaceable citizen, hiſtory would not have 
told us of the cruelties of thirty tyrants ; nor would 
the poſterity of the manly Romans have een 
into ſlaves. . 


It's manifeſt, that for a RY 2 lock?” not a national 
policy he 25 the conduct of many States; that 


the 


„The e alluded to, were W Cæſar and Craſſus. 
vid. 2 Vertot's revolutions in the Roman republick, 255, &c. 
+ Vid. 8 $ agent ee 8 3. * 8 and 86.— 
262, . 333. 105 | 


the proſperity of a ſingle State, and not of all, was the 
object of its citizens: and the mind, being accuſtgm- 
ed to ſuch narrow views, was bewildered when it con- 
templated the intereſts of a great nation. To dimin- 
iſh the diſtinct authority of each, and thereby render 
all more reſpectable; to transfer new powers to our 
rulers, and thereby increaſe our liberty; & to create a 
government for a people, whoſe intereſts were diſ- 
cordant, || which ſhould temper, regulate and control 
thoſe intereſts, in ſuch a manner, as would conduce to 
the benefit of all, appeared impracticable to ahoſe, 
who had been tutored in the little politics of a State; 
who perhaps did not attentively inveſtigate, and, 
therefore, did not comprehend our national intereſts. 
Bux an event took place, which, in its conſequences; | 
was ſo alarming as to awaken in them a ſenſe of our 
danger; which unveiled the weakneſs of our govern- 
ment to the view of all; which demonſtrated to the 
people, that they muſt immediately make an efficient, 
firm and national government for themſelves ; and, 
that if they ſhould delay to improve the opportunity 
for that purpoſe, which they had long poſſeſſed, it 
would be loſt forever. It is almoſt unneceſſary I 
ſhould tell you, the event to which I allude, was the 
late inſurrection; which inſpired the friends of their 
country with fear, leſt America ſnould add to the tri- 
I State. CU . „ 1097 
If faction rules in a weak government, as I have before ob- 
ſerved is the caſe, it is eaſy to conceive, that, by adding to the 


powers of rulers, the liberty of the people may be increaſed; 
Indeed, unleſs ſuch additions are made, it is difficult to conceive. 
that they have any liberty at all. JJ EY 

I Our Repreſentative, Mr. Ames, in a very ſenſible ſpeech, 
delivered in Congreſs on the 5th of May, 1789, aſſerts, that few 
of the intereſts of the ſeveral States claſh with each other; and 
that although their intereſts are various, they are not oppoſite. 


umphs of the Spies of EY. rule, 1 ch a | 


exhibit another“ inſtance of the degeneracy of man, 
This event revived i in the people thoſe general and 
extenſive views, for which, during the late war, they 
were eminently diſtinguiſhed : And being determined 
to unite upon liberal principles, having a Juſt ſenſe of 


real liberty, and being reſolute to preſerve it, a na- 
tional government for our country was ſoon framed 


and adopted, the bleſſings of which we have . 
enced, and fill enjoy. 1 


„Civil liberty (ſays a great 3 boat 0 | 


a right to every man, to do juſt what he pleaſes ; but 
it conſiſts in equal right, to all the citizens, to have, 
enjoy, and to do, in peace, ſecurity, and without mo- 
leſtation, whatever the equal and conſtitutional laws 
olf the country admit to be conſiſtent with the public 
good.“ This is the liberty for which Americans 
fought; and it is a prize worthy of the conteſt, and of 
them. They have proved how much they regard i it, 


by adopting a Conſtitution, which muſt be its firm 
protection and ſupport: A government, not forced 


upon, but voluntarily adopted by them; not framed 
by others, but by themſelves : A government, whoſe 
powers are divided into three departments, F inde- 
| pendent 6 of each other, and, therefore, checks itſelf ; 


| checked by thirteen legiſlatures, which derive their | 
powers from the proper ſource of all legitimate autho- 
rity, viz. the people; checked by the people them- 


ſelves, who, at ſtated times and periods, can diſplace 
| their-rulers, and appoint others in their ſtead ; con- 
troled by: the eee ſtate of the human mind, at 


$20 the 
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the preſent day ; controled by that manly ſpirit which 


brought our forefathers to this country ; which, with 
a noble firmneſs, has uniformly reſiſted tyranny in its 


advances, and has crowned our country wich inde- 


pendence and with glory. 


But your Conſtitution, excellent as it is, will not 


0 preſerve your freedom, unleſs you are virtuous. Be 


aſſured, that without virtue, no people ever continued, 


for a long time, either reſpectable, happy, or free. 


Other + happy effects of Independence, we daily 


experience, Our commerce is extending ; our ma- 


nufactures are increaſing ; and our Country has be- 


come, and will continue, an aſylum for the oppreſſed 


of others. 


Let me congratulate you, that 8 of liberty 
is not confined to America. You have awakened it 
in other countries, & particularly in one, | where, with 


an irreſiſtible force, it has borne down arbitrary power, 


has liberated the victims * of deſpotic rule, and 
te led a King in triumph. 55 Learning, which is dif- 
fuſing itſelf, muſt ſtrengthen it in its courſe :—And let 


us rejoice, my countrymen, that we have ſufficient 


grounds to anticipate the glorious day, although it may 
not belong to our times, when this our earth, the 
greater part of which is in bondage, will become a 
world of freemen—when, perhaps, a day like that we 
celebrate, will be the common jubilee of mankind ! l 


{th e, Beſides our excellent Federal Conſtitution. 
$ In France, and in the Auſtrian Netherlands. [ France. 
* The people of France liberated thoſe who were confined in 


the Baſtile, and deſtroyed it. 
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